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Tunis  is  essentially  an  agricultural  country  and  a  land  of  large 
estates.  [See  report  on  the  International  Farm-Power  Contest  pub- 
lished in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  July  23,  1914.] 
/Wheat,  barley,  and  olives  are  the  principal  staples.  In  normal 
years  the  grain  exports,  including  oats,  exceed  $8,500,000  in  value. 
During  1913  (being  the  latest  year  for  which  statistics  are  available) 
these  exports  amounted  to  less  than  $6,200,000.  The  results  for  1914 
will  be  still  less  satisfactory. 

Commerce  in  Olive  Oil,  Wine,  Live  Stock,  etc. 

Olive  growing  has  been  greatly  encouraged  and  aided  by  the 
Government,  and  the  industry  is  now  in  a  flourishing  state.  The 
average  production  of  olive  oil  during  the  last  five  years  has  been 
about  400,000  hectoliters  (10,560,820  gallons),  and  it  is  expected  that 
it  will  reach  1,000,000  hectoliters  (26,417,050  gallons)  within  the 
next  20  years.  Tunisian  olive  oil  is  in  great  demand  in  France  and 
Italy  for  mixing  and  packing  purposes,  and  the  quantity  exported 
in  1913  was  15,630  metric  tons  (1  metric  ton=2,204.6  pounds),  valued 
at  $3,556,967.  ' 

Wine  of  good  quality  is  produced  in  the  Regency,  but  the  vine- 
yards do  not  cover  more  than  40,000  acres.  The  1913  exports  of  this 
product  amounted  to  $806,450. 

Live  stock  exports  during  1913  were  valued  at  $2,339,692,  consisting 
chiefly  of  oxen  and  sheep.  Hides  and  skins  were  also  exported  to  the 
extent  of  $631,970. 

Alfa  (esparto),  cork,  dates  (principally  the  Deglet-Noor) ,  flaxseed, 
and  beans  are  also  among  the  important  products  of  the  county. 

Large  Increase  in  Phosphate  Production. 

During  the  last  20  years  the  Tunisian  mining  industries  have  beeif 
extended  considerably.  The  mining  of  phosphate  was  started  in 
1899  and  the  production  for  that  year  amounted  to  63,209  metric 
tons ;  in  1910  the  output  was  1,334,262  tons,  and  in  1913  amounted  to 
over  2,000,000  tons.  The  Compagnie  des  Phosphates  et  du  Chemin 
de  Fer  de  Gafsa  mined  during  1913,  1,435,851  metric  tons,  the  Societe 
des  Phosphates  Tunisians  371,539  tons,  and  the  Compagnie  des  Phos- 
phates du  Dyr  192,000  tons.  These  are  the  three  large  concerns  en- 
gaged in  the  industry. 

1  Tunis  is  a  French  protectorate  in  northern  Africa.     It  is  bounded  on  the  north  and 

east   hy   the   Mediterranean   Sea,   on   the  west   by   the   Franco-Algerian  Province  of   Con- 

Stantine,   and  on   the  south   bj>    the   Sahara   Desert.     The   area   of   the  Regency   is   about 
50,000  square  miles,  and  its  population  is  about  2,000,000. 
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Metlaoui.  Redeyef,  Djebel-Sif,  Djebel-Souetir,  and  Kaala-es-Senam 
are  at  present  the  principal  phosphate-mining  centers.  The  entire 
production  is  exported  through  the  ports  of  Sfax,  Sousse,  and  Tunis, 
which  are  equipped  with  modern  machinery  for  the  economical  han- 
dling of  this  material. 
Operations  of  Compagnie  des  Phosphates  et  du  Chemin  de  Fer  de  Gafsa. 

The  Oompagnie  des  Phosphates  et  du  Chemin  de  Fer  de  Gafsa 
owns  and  operates  the  railway  lines  in  southern  Tunisia.  It  has, 
besides,  large  olive  plantations,  vineyards,  several  important  farms, 
and  is  engaged  in  sheep  raising  on  a  vast  scale.  This  company  has 
purchased  since  1904:  seven  American  locomotives,  five  of  which  are 
still  in  use,  and  it  is  reported  that  American  pneumatic-perforating 
machinery  Avill  soon  be  employed  in  its  mines.  All  the  phosphate 
mines  referred  to  have  mechanical  and  rotary  driers,  which  are  used 
in  the  winter  season.  Sun  drying  is  the  rule  during  the  warm  season. 
Other  Important  Mineral  Deposits — Labor-Saving  Appliances. 

Important  deposits  of  iron,  lead,  and  zinc  are  also  found  in  Tunisia. 
The  iron-ore  production  has  averaged  during  the  last  five  years  over 
300,000  metric  tons;  that  of  zinc  and  lead  ores  combined,  about  00.000 
metric  tons.  According  to  a  Government  estimate,  the  annual  output 
of  the  important  minerals  will  reach  in  the  near  future  the  following 
quantities:  Phosphate,  3,000,000  tons;  iron  ore,  1,000,000  tons;  lead, 
zinc,  and  various  other  ores,  100,000  tons.  [The  names  and  addresses 
of  the  principal  companies  owning  and  operating  Tunisian  mines 
may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign'  and  Domestic  Commerce  at 
Washington.] 

The  use  of  machinery  in  the  Tunisian  mines  is  still  limited,  but 
labor-saving  appliances  are  receiving  favorable  consideration  from 
the  leading  companies.  Native  Africans  and  Maltese  are  employed 
almost  exclusively  as  miners.  The  engineers  and  foremen  are  French. 
Over  10,000  laborers  are  employed  in  these  mines.  Wages  average 
48  cents  per  day ;  phosphate  miners  receive  regularly  3  to  3.50  francs 
($0.58  to  $0.67). 
Exports  of  Mineral  and  Other  Products. 

The  exports  of  the  leading  mineral  products  from  Tunisia  during 
the  last  two  years  were  valued  as  follows : 


Articles. 


Phosphates 

Iron  ore. .. 
Lead  ore... 

Zinc  ore. 


1912 


SO,  216, 703 

1,233,821 
1,524,083 

1,015,543 


1913 


$9, 570, 047 

l,422,lfiX 
2,001,085 


Principal  countries  of  destination. 


Franco,  Italy,  Germany,  United  King- 
dom. 

Cin'lcd  Kingdom.  Neth<  r'ands. 

Belgium,  Spain,  Greece,  United  King- 
dom. 

Belgium,  Algeria,  France. 


Among  the  other  important  exports  not  previously  mentioned  dur- 
ing 1913  were:  Sponges,  $997,902;  woolen  fabrics  (chiefly  carpets 
and  blankets).  $480,019;  fish,  $466,874;  wheat  Hour.  $299,425;  super- 
phosphate of  lime,  $181,125;  soap,  $117,885;  esparto  manufactures. 
$107,859;  and  salt,  $83,094. 

American  purchases  amounted  during  1013,  according  to  the  cus- 
toms statistics,  to  $53,804,  including  $40,892  of  iron  ore,  $G,035  of 
dive  oil,  and  $4,154  of  fish.  The  total  value  of  goods  covered  by 
consular  invoices  was  only  $4,951,  and  these  shipments  consisted 
mainly  of  antiquities  and  rugs  bought  by  American  tourists. 


TUNIS. 


3 


The  Foreign  Trade  of  the  Regency. 

The  economic  progress  of  the  Regency  of  Tunis  is  reflected  in  the 
following  figures,  covering  its  foreign-trade  movement  during  the 
last  five  years  for  which  statistics  are  available : 


Years. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

$22,009,000 
20,287,946 
23,485,901 
30,164,742 
27,841,153 

$20,998,000 
23,154,055 
27,727,471 
29,848,451 
34,482,076 

$43, 002, 000 

43, 442, 001 

51,213,372 

60,013,193 

62,323,229 

While  the  import  trade  has  fluctuated  more  or  less  in  recent  years, 
exports  have  been  steadily  increasing.  The  decline  in  imports  during 
1913  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year  was  due  chiefly  to  smaller 
purchases  of  cereals,  flour,  and  textile  fabrics.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  imports  of  live  stock,  coal, 
and  iron  and  steel. 
Principal  Articles  of  Import. 

France  supplied4 to  the  Regency  during  1913  $11,709,517  worth 
of  goods;  the  United  Kingdom,"  $'2,778,9:20;  Algeria,  $2,715,358; 
Italy,  $1,701,839;  the  United  States,  $1,373,588;  Germany,  $019,305; 
Austria-Hungary,  $490,798;  and  Belgium,  $158,013.  The  leading 
articles  of  import  and  their  value  in  1912  and  1913  were  the  fol- 
lowing: 


Articles. 


Animals  (live  stock) 

Breadstuifs: 

Barley 

Com 

Wheat 

Wheat  flour 

Groats,  grits   (coarse 
Hour),  "pearled     or 

cleaned  grain 

Chemical  products 

Coal,    coke,   and   patent 

fuel 

Cotton  goods 


1912 


$697, 579 

587, 420 

361,684 

1,942,149 

1,858,303 


436,  148 

272, 163 


1,221,003 
3,542,306 


1,391,220 


35, 

405, 

902, 

1,167, 

359, 
269, 

1,649, 

2,749, 


Articles 


Iron  and  steel 

Lumbal1 

Machinery,  and  parts  of: 

Agricultural,  not  in- 
cluding motors 

Other 

Petroleum: 

Refined 

Heavy  and  residue . . 

Sugar 

Textile  fabrics  other  than 

cotton 

Yarns  and  cordage 


,204,564 

910, 930 


327, 502 

,140,312 

250, 734 
100,564 
, 269, 543 

,1S2,702 
532,030 


1913 


,671,500 
S82,258 


333,999 
909, 3S0 

267,368 
117,142 
,012,767 

,152,886 
458,  705 


Countries  of  Origin  of  Some  of  the  Imports. 

Cattle,  sheep,  and  mules  form  the  greater  part  of  the  livestock 
imports,  and  Algeria  is  the  principal  source  of  supply.  During  1913 
macaroni  wheat  was  purchased  chiefly  from  the  United  States,  corn 
from  Argentina,  and  wheat  flour  from  France  and  Algeria.  Sugar 
came,  as  usual,  almost  exclusively  from  France,  which  country  also 
supplied  a  large  percentage  of  chemical  products,  metals,  and  textile 
fabrics  other  than  cotton.  The  United  Kingdom  and  Italy  furnished 
the  greater  part  of  the  cotton  goods  imported  into  the  country. 
Austria-Hungary  was  the  most  important  shipper  of  lumber.  British 
coal  is  used  almost  exclusively,  but  large  quantities  of  briquets  are 
purchased  in  France  as  well  as  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Agri- 
cultural machinery  has  for  years  been  received  mainly  from  France, 
the  United  States,  and  the  United  Kingdom,  the  other  kinds  of  ma- 
chinery coming  from  France,  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  Swit- 
zerland, and  Italy.  The  petroleum  imports  are  of  American  and 
Russian  origin. 
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Imports  from  United  States. 

The  Tunisian  purchases  of  American  products,  which  amounted  to 
only  $361,292  in  1910,  were  nearly  four  times  the  amount  in  ^lSL 
The  leading  articles  and  their  value  imported  from  the  United  States 
during  1012  and  11)13  were  as  follows :  j  •■» 


Articles. 


Cereals: 

Com 

S15.02S 

Wheat 

694,574 

Machinery,  and  parts  of. . 

174,752 
157,308 

83,379 

55,002 

Coal  tar 

Yams  of  phormium  tenax, 
abaca,  etc 

22,077 

1912 


1913 


361,876 
633,414 
167,308 
126,946 
179,737 
68,042 
40,337 

15,505 


Articles. 


Lard 

Salted  and  prepared  meats 

Metal  poods 

Rubber  poods 

Automobiles 

Cottonseed  oil 

All  other  articles 

Total 


$12,028 
20, 21 8 

10,777 
11,651 
1,343 
4,478 
9,773 


1,272,389 


1913 


J 


,373,588 


Among  the  other  American  products  of  lesser  importance  but  for 
which  there  is  an  actual  and  growing  market  in  Tunis,  may  be 
mentioned  shoes  and  other  leather  goods,  clocks  and  cheap  watches, 
furniture,  carriages,  paper,  and  glassware. 

Further  Openings  for  American  Trade. 

In  this  connection  the  trade  formerly  held  by  Germany  and  Aus- 
tria-Hungary in  the  Regency  should  be  of  interest  to  American 
manufacturers.  Germany  sold  in  Tunis  a  great  variety  of  manu- 
factured articles,  including  farm  engines,  tractors,  hydraulic  ma- 
chinery, electric  dynamos,  machine  tools,  sewing  machines,  plows, 
steam  boilers,  hardware,  gas  and  electric  fixtures,  electric  lamps, 
jewelry,  leather  goods,  coal-tar  dyes,  cotton  goods,  toys,  paper  and 
manufactures  thereof,  clocks  and  watches,  chemical  products,  furni- 
ture, musical  instruments,  paints,  clothing,  etc. 

Austria-Hungary's  trade  with  Tunis  consisted  mainly  of  lumber 
($366,613  worth  in  1913),  leaf  tobacco  ($23,940),  jewelry  and  metal 
goods  ($18,593),  bentwood  furniture  ($15,497),  glassware  ($13,524), 
cotton  and  woolen  goods,  clothing,  leather  goods,  dried  vegetables, 
paper  and  manufactures  thereof,  and  woodenware.  A  few  years  ago 
the  Austro-Hungarian  Government  maintained  for  about  20  months 
a  commercial  museum  in  the  city  of  Tunis,  which  is  said  to  have 
created  a  greatly  increased  demand  for  Austro-Hungarian  products. 

The  maintenance  of  this  museum  is  said  to  have  cost  less  than 
$2,000  per  year.  It  is  probable  that  a  similar  undertaking  for  the 
introduction  of  American  products  in  the  Eegency  could  yield  excel- 
lent results,  if  properly  managed. 

The  Tunisian  market  has  not  yet  been  exploited  to  any  extent  by 
American  exporters,  although  it  otters  splendid  opportunities  for 
trade  expansion.  There  is  in  Tunis  a  fairly  large  class  of  wealthy 
and  progressive  landowners  who  are  already  important  buyers  of 
American  agricultural  machinery  and  could  easily  become  excellent 
customers  in  other  lines.  Moreover,  the  country  has  vast  resources, 
which  are  being  successfully  developed.  Another  favorable  feature 
is  the  fact  that  the  customs  tariff  of  the  Regency,  which  is  moderate, 
does  not  discriminate  against  American  goods  in  favor  of  foreign 
products  other  than  those  from  Fiance  and  Algeria. 
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